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The Great Stone Circles — How they Work Part 15
Stonehenge Re-visited

Fig 1. The Heel Stone lit up by the setting sun at Full Orb on 5
January 2003.

It is two years since I wrote my last article ‘Great Circles, How they Work’ on the
orientation of Stonehenge (no 13). Since then I have made many visits to the site with
the co-operation of English Heritage. This article about the relative positions of the
Great Trilithon and Stones 15 and 16, is sparked by the ongoing discussions on the
Forum, which arose following Angie Lake’s photograph taken on 6™ December 2006,
showing signs of a feminine fertility symbol on Stonel6.

Inverted V
mark

Stone 16. Picture by Angie Lake taken at sunrise on Dec 6™ 2006.

In my original article I got it slightly wrong, because I deduced what I expected would
happen rather than waiting and observing. I asked Angie Lake to dowse around the
outside of the circle to look for force lines which I suspected went to the important
Sun and Moon rising and setting positions along the skyline. These she found.

When we had finished three separate inner and outer circuits for my survey, she
dowsed again for the most important part of the circle. Her rods pointed to Stone 16.
At the time we thought they could be pointing through that stone to the Great
Trilithon, which I had always assumed was the Great Stone of the circle (see my
article number 5a). Angie took several photos but it was not until they were developed
that she noticed the symbol of an inverted V mark on the stone. Upon closer
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inspection it appears that there are the tops of legs on either side of it. This symbol
can never have received the direct sunlight at the First Gleam, but does do later
because Stone 56 (the Great Trilithon leg that remains standing) is positioned directly
in front of it. I have always wondered why the great Trilithon did not receive any
rising sunlight in the midwinter period. However, this discovery suggests that the
Great Stone is this Goddess Stone, which does receive the sunrise light both at
Midwinter and at the Festival of the Returning Sun (FORS) on Jan 6.

On a previous visit Angie had considered through dowsing that the most important
place was the area between the Great Trilithon and Stone 16. There has therefore been
consistency in her dowsing and it is possible that these two stone arrangements were
created as a sacred area and not just one stone. I am not going into the realms of
religion in this article, merely keeping to what I can observe. I will let others work out
the religious part.

Remove this picture and Insert Link to Fig 3 here

(Fig 3) shows the First Gleam, past Stone 16 in the foreground, over 14(f) & 12(f) on
18.12.07. There are no signs on the ground showing exactly where Stone 13 stood. It
is presumed that its position would have created a sharp beam of light on to 16 at First
Gleam at the time of construction. Fig 4 shows First Gleam past the bulge in stone 16
as seen on 2™ January 2007

Remove this picture and insert link to Fig 4 here.



Today we see the Midsummer Solstice (Fig 5) sunrise from the southern edge of
Stone 56, over the Heel Stone. This is roughly where it was at the Full Orb stage at
the time of construction.

The shaft of light is expected to strike the edge of Stone 16 at the next stage of the
sunrise, just before the Sun disappears behind Stone 1. To be checked next summer,
hopefully weather permitting.

Later still, after about an hour, the Sun should shine on to the inverted V symbol,
when it has risen above the outer lintel over Stone 2. It would have shone through the
gap between the two legs of the Great Trilithon at the point where there is a broken
notch in the edge of Stone 56. This has not been observed, only surveyed with a
theodolite. Unfortunately it was difficult to guarantee that the theodolite was exactly
in line between the V and notch in Stone 56, meaning the survey might not be as
accurate as it should be, hence the comment ‘about an hour’. Readings were
62°25’from North and an elevation of 8° 20’. An attempt was made to assess the gap
width between stones 55 and 56 by measuring the fallen lintel, but no satisfactory
result was obtained because the mortise holes are not evenly spaced (being 28 and
53cms from the ends of the lintel) and sadly the tennon on the top of Stone 55 has
been knocked off.

I expect the sunlight to show as a notch in the shadow cast by Stone 56, and if I am
correct, it will be a little out in height on Midsummer’s Day. Those of you there on

that day will have to observe and tell me if I am wrong.

While doing this survey I spotted this image on the inside face of Stone 56 (fig 6)
which would probably have been lit up by the Full Orb of the Midsummer Sunrise.

Remove this picture and insert link to Fig S here.
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Midwinter Sunset.
The last gleam of the midwinter sunset on Dec 18" 2007 was lost in the murk and the
trees on the skyline, but appears to align from the Heel Stone, touching the right hand
corner of the Slaughter Stone, past the left hand edge of Stone 56 out to Mound 15 in
front of Normanton Furze — see fig 7.

Remove this picture and insert link to Fig 7 here.
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Slaughter Stone

This is the same place that the Full Orb of the Sun was seen on Jan 5™ 2003.
Unfortunately the cloud has made the photo not worth showing on a small scale, but it
did light up the circle on the face of the Heel Stone, as seen above. The light from the

Last Gleam of the midwinter setting sun is never strong enough even without cloud to
do this.



This therefore confirms my original article (no 13), that the orientation of the axis of
Stonehenge at the time of construction, was the Sun’s Full Orb position of the sunrise
at the summer Solstice over the Heel Stone, when seen from the south edge of Stone
56. In the opposite direction it is from the Heel Stone, at the period of the Festival of
the Returning Sun (FORS) on Jan 6", past the southern/left edge of Stone 56, to Full
Orb over Mound 15.
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