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T w m b a r lw m a n d a s s o c ia te d e n v ir o n s :- h is t o r ic a l

im p o r ta n c e .

B r o n z e A g e to M e d ia e v a l tim e s

1.B a c k g r o u n d .

Fig . 1. Pho to : Gill S iv erts en :-T w m barlw m w ith Y n y s y fro R es erv o ir in the fo reg ro u n d

fro m R idg ew ay , N ew p o rt, Gw en t.

T w m barlw m is hig hly v is ible. It is n o t the lo fties t o f the hills  in this reg io n

bu t do es hav e a p ro m in en ce that o thers  fail to dis p lay , a bu lg e. In fact the bu lg e

s ho u ld be reg arded as T w m barlw m as the hill is s o m e 5 m iles lo n g w ith the far

n o rthern reg io n [actu ally n o rth, n o rth eas t] bein g  k n o w n as M y n y dd Llw y d, the

hig hes t p o in t M y n y dd T w y n -g las at 15 5 0 feet an d the m o re g en eral cen tral reg io n as

M y n y dd Maen . T w m barlw m , w hile better k n o w n du e p ro bably to its ‘p im p le’ o r

N o rm an m o tte is effectiv ely m erely the s o u thern p eak at 1370 feet.

T he u p lan d reg io n o f T w m barlw m is a flat area that has been s u rr o u n ded by a

ditch. It has therefo re been c las s ified as a hill fo rt, alm o s t certain ly in c o rrec tly as this

s hallo w s in g le ditch w as n ev er deep en o u g h n o r w ide en o u g h to fo rm an y s o rt o f

realis tic defen ce again s t an en em y . Ev en later N o rm an en han cem en ts  did n o t tu rn this

in to an effectiv e barrier. T his ditch w o u ld o rig in ally hav e been the o p erativ e p art o f an

an im al en c lo s u re m ean t to k eep cattle w ithin its  bo u n daries . B o v in e s p ecies are v ery

p o o r at c lim bin g o u t o f ditches an d hen ce a sim p le ditch is freq u en tly s u fficien t to

k eep them in p lace. T his is n o t dis s im ilar to the ‘ha ha’ ditch u s ed to k eep deer an d

o ther an im als fro m g raz in g law n s aro u n d larg e c o u n tr y ho u s es . T he ditch w as

s eem in g ly deep en ed a little by the N o rm an s bu t ev en then it w o u ld n o t hav e been a

v ery p ractical defen s iv e m eas u re.

T he N o rm an m o tte is at the n o rthern en d o f this flat area an d in tru ded o v er the

o rig in al ditch; an d a n ew ditch s ec tio n w as du g at that en d an d aro u n d the m o tte as is

n o rm al p ractice. T his ditch w as deep er an d w ider than the o rig in al aro u n d the u p lan d

g raz in g area an d w as a ty p ical N o rm an defen ce c o n s tr u c tio n w hich the en c lo s u re

ditch o f co u rs e w as n o t.

U s e has been m ade o f this bu lg e o n the hillto p , in effec t the hillto p its elf, s in ce

the early B ro n z e A g e. Giv en fin din g s  o f flin t im p lem en ts  o n the hills  they w ere in u s e

ev en befo re this era, altho u g h p erhap s w e s ho u ld allo w that flin t w as s till u s ed w idely

in the B ro n z e A g e as n o t ev ery o n e had acces s  to to o ls  m ade fro m this n ew m aterial.



2

Fig . 2 . R ais ed area o f T w m barlw m w ith N o rm an m o tte rem ain s [Go o g le Earth]

Fig . 3. Pho to : Gill S iv erts en : R ais ed reg io n o f T w m barlw m w ith N o rm an m o tte

rem ain s
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Fig . 4. Pho to : Gill S iv erts en :- R em n an ts o f the N o rm an m o tte o n T w m barlw m

W e s hall s ho w that this hill w as u s ed fo r as tr o n o m ical s ig hts  an d s to n es w ere

erec ted in the lo w lan ds belo w to facilitate this p u rp o s e. T he hillto p w as u tilis ed to

v iew the s u n s et 2 0 day s after the v ern al o r s p rin g eq u in o x an d 20 day s befo re the

au tu m n eq u in o x . T his w as p art o f s o m e hig hly acc u rate lan ds cap e s ettin g o u t that w as

c o m p lete circa 2 500B C w ith the date deriv ed fro m the p o s itio n s o f the o bs erv ed

elem en ts  o f the heav en s, in this case the Pleiades .

T his hillto p n o n etheles s  has fu rther c o n n ec tio n s to B ro n z e A g e s tr u c tu res .

H ere the referen ce is to Gray H ill to the eas t o f N ew p o rt an d lik ew is e Gray H ill has

s o m e additio n al ap p aren t c o n n ec tio n s to T rellech s o m e eig ht m iles to the N o rth.

2.C o n c e p ts

Lo n g befo re m in in g to o k  p lace o n the hills ides o f M y n y dd Maen , the bu lg e o f

the en d o f the ran g e, T w m barlw m , w as u tilis ed to fix tim es o f y ear. It has v ery

dis tin c t an d far reachin g calen drical as s o ciatio n s . T he s ig htin g effec ts  here are o v er

q u ite a dis tan ce, n early 13 m iles . W hat is s een is an as s o ciatio n w ith the Pleiades in

2 500B C… an d w ith Gray H ill n o rth o f Mag o r in W en tw o o d, the s teep hill o v erlo o k in g

the eas tern s ide o f W en tw o o d res erv o ir. W hile the Pleiades w ere o bs erv ed by

n u m ero u s c u ltu res in the n o rthern hem is p here, w hat w e s ee o n the g ro u n d here in

S o u th Gw en t ap p ears to be u n iq u e…

D u rin g the R o m an p erio d o v er 2 600 y ears later the then m ean in g les s

alig n m en t to T w m barlw m w as ag ain u tilis ed by the R o m an en g in eers  w ho s et o u t

V en ta S ilu ru m , the Civ itas bu ilt fo r the S ilu res, the lo cal tribe o f the area. W e call this

s m all to w n Caerw en t.

On ce m o re, betw een 600-700 y ears after the R o m an s left thes e s ho res, the

N o rm an s u tilis ed the m o u n d at the en d o f the hill ran g e. In the in terv en in g p erio d

betw een B ro n z e A g e an d that o f the N o rm an s, a sm all ban k an d ditch had been added

to the rais ed area o f T w m barlw m . It s eem s that the N o rm an n o bility to o k adv an tag e
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o f this an d u tilis ed it as the c o n tain ed area o f a bailey that w as a p art o f the m o tte an d

bailey cas tle ato p the hill… the m o tte bein g the ‘T w m p ’ o r ‘Pim p le’. T here w as n o w a

fu rther s ig htin g s p o t o n the hill, the p im p le… an d this m o tte w as in deed u tilis ed in this

m an n er… a v is ible as s is tan t in the s ettin g o u t o f fu rther m o ttes .

H en ce as is s een fro m thes e v ery brief n o tes this hill has been m o re than a

little in flu en tial o v er the m illen n ia w ith the carbu n c le fo r w hich it is fam ed, the 1000

y ear o ld ‘Pim p le’ o r ‘T w m p ’, the N o rm an ‘m o tte’, v is ible fro m as far as S o m ers et,

bein g bu t the m o s t recen t o f sig htin g p o in ts  an d as w e s hall rev eal, this o n ce m o re has

far reachin g c o n s eq u en ces .

Let u s n ex t, ho w ev er, tran s p o rt o u rs elv es back to the era circa 2 500B C an d

rev eal w hat can be dis c o v ered by an y o n e… w itho u t dig g in g in to the g ro u n d. A ll that

is req u ired at this s tag e to p ro v e the arg u m en t to o n es elf is an OS m ap 1:2 5000 s cale

[m o s t s u itable c o m bin atio n o f co v erag e an d s cale] an d an as tro n o m y c o m p u ter

p ro g ram . Co m p u teris ed m ap p in g is a w o n derfu l adv an tag e bu t n o t es s en tial. In fact

m u ch can be acc o m p lis hed w ith the free Go o g le Earth altho u g h o n e can n o t back date

as tr o n o m ical ev en ts  w ith this p ro g ram an d the OS g rid s y s tem , n o t av ailable o n

Go o g le Earth, is m o re fav o u rable fo r this ty p e o f w o rk than Latitu de an d Lo n g itu de as

p o s itio n s s o den o ted are tran sferable to a CA D p ro g ram . T he in v es tig atio n s s een here

hav e been c o n du c ted v ia CA D w ith OS p o s itio n s fro m c o m p u teris ed m ap s [A n q u et

1:2 5 000 series ] tran sferred to the draw in g s .

3. In v e s tig a tio n s 25 00B C :-P le ia d e s , T w m b a r lw m a n d G r a y H ill

Fig . 5  . T au ru s fro m Chris Marrio t’s  S k y m ap

3.1 T h e r is e [s p r in g /s u m m e r ]

In the y ear 2 5 14 B C a g ro u p o f o bs erv ers  s tan din g o n the to p o f T w m barlw m ,

saw , fo r the firs t tim e, the Pleiades rais e its elf abo v e Gray H ill. Prev io u s day s had

s een this v is io n bein g o n ly ju s t v is ible an d ev en then o n ly fleetin g ly du e to the

p ro x im ity o f the s u n bu t this day fo r the firs t tim e the v iew w as clear if s till brief.

T he tim e o f this o bs erv atio n w as the s p rin g o r v ern al eq u in o x . T he tim e o f ris e

o f the Pleiades w as 5 .5 2 A M . A little w hile later at 6.15 A M the s u n ro s e ju s t to the

s o u th o f Gray H ill, direc tly behin d the hill w ith Cas tle Prin , [a later Earthw o rk ] an d

Pleiades

T a u r u s
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w hat w o u ld later be bu ilt as a tu m u lu s o r p erhap s m o tte that n o w s u p p o rts  a bu n g alo w

4.8 m iles du e eas t o f T w m barlw m .

T he Pleiades ris e w o u ld hen cefo rth be s een ev ery day u n til aro u n d 2 0 day s

befo re the au tu m n eq u in o x w hen a chan g eo v er betw een v is ible ris e an d v is ible s et

w o u ld tak e p lace o v er the 2 0 day p erio d w ith a v iew o f the s et fu lly ap p earin g at the

eq u in o x … as in the s p rin g o cc u rred w ith the Pleiades ris e. T his then c o n tin u ed u n til

the n ex t s p rin g eq u in o x w hen , betw een 2 0 day s befo re u n til the eq u in o x , the chan g e

betw een s et to ris e to o k p lace w ith the ris e o bs erv ed, as n o ted abo v e, fro m

T w m barlw m .

H en ce it is ap p aren t that here w e hav e an o ccasio n that m ade the eq u in o x

im p o rtan t fo r m o re than the o bv io u s reas o n o f bein g m idw ay betw een m id s u m m er

an d m idw in ter.

Po s s ibly c o in ciden tally , Llan tarn am A bbey w as v ery m u ch later bu ilt ex actly

o n this Pleiades lin e betw een T w m barlw m an d Gray H ill, bu t als o n o te the u s e o f

thes e alig n m en ts  by the R o m an s; s o m e in trig u in g q u es tio n s are rais ed here.

3.2 T h e s e t [a u tu m n /w in te r ]

T he s et w as o bs erv ed, ag ain in itially at the eq u in o x , this tim e the au tu m n

eq u in o x , fro m the rais ed area o f w hat w e k n o w as B en tley Green to the eas t o f V en ta

S ilu ru m o r Caerw en t. H ere, w here the g ro u n d lev el is s o m e 80 feet hig her than at

Caerw en t, a m o u n d w as c o n s tr u c ted, an d as w e hav e n o o ther reas o n fo r its  ex is ten ce,

its  rem ain s are n o t des c ribed as a N o rm an m o tte n o r as an an cien t bu rial m o u n d, it is

reas o n able to as s u m e that this m ay w ell hav e been a v iew in g p latfo rm fo r the s et o f

the Pleiades … it certain ly is u n iq u ely in the c o rrec t lo catio n . T he lin e o f v iew o f the

s et o f the Pleiades s een fro m this lo catio n is o v er Pen T o p p en A s h, the w es tern edg e

o f W en tw o o d abo v e Cats A s h [all s een o n the relev an t m ap s in c lu din g Go o g le Earth]

w here there are c o n s iderable Earthw o rk s  w hich hav e been s u g g es ted as bein g R o m an

bu t are p ro bably o rig in ally fro m a m u ch earlier p erio d. Giv en that this is a rais ed

reg io n it ag ain is n o table that the rem ain s o f a m o u n d ex is t at B en tley Green w here

altho u g h the lan d is hig h en o u g h to s ee o v er Pen T o p p en A s h, a v iew in g p latfo rm fo r

s o m ethin g as im p o rtan t as the Pleiades s ettin g o v er T w m barlw m w o u ld hav e been

des irable.
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Fig .6.T he rem ain s o f the tu m u lu s at B en tley Green [Go o g le Earth]… o n ly a sm all

m u ddy p atch rem ain s, p ro bably du e to s to n e ro bbin g o v er the m illen n ia. T he o n ly

cer tain as s o ciatio n w ith this m o u n d is that o f the Pleiades circa 2 500B C.

S o w here did the Pleiades s et at that tim e… ? T hey w ere v iew ed o v er Pen

T o p p en A s h bu t lo o k in g o v er an d p as t here an o ther hill to p c o u ld be s een c learly fro m

B en tly Green . T he v iew w as direc tly o v er the w es tern en d o f M y n y dd Maen , o v er the

rais ed area o f T w m barlw m . T his is w hy the s ite w as cho s en as a v iew in g lo catio n ;

fro m here the v is io n o f the s et o f the Pleiades w as o v er the v iew in g lo catio n fo r their

ris e… T w m barlw m .

H en ce w e hav e an im p o rtan t as tr o n o m ical an d calen drical v is io n that

in es cap ably lo cally in v o lv ed T w m barlw m in bo th the v is io n o f the ris e an d s et o f the

Pleiades . T heir ris e w as v iew ed fro m the to p o f T w m barlw m in the s u m m er m o n ths

an d their s et, as s een fro m B en tley Green , w as ap p aren t o v er the s u m m er v iew in g s p o t

du rin g the c o o ler m o n ths, this is w here they dip p ed belo w the ho riz o n .

4 .Fu r th e r a s s o c ia tio n s

W hat w e hav e here in S o u th Gw en t ap p ears to be u n iq u e. H av in g dis c o v ered

thes e alig n m en ts  an d the related s u n p o s itio n s to be des c ribed s ho rtly , the res earch o f

co u rs e then w en t m u ch fu rther afield in an en deav o u r to fin d o ther s u ch

referen ces … n o n e o f a p hy s ical n atu re w ere fo u n d. H en ce it s eem s that w e hav e a

v ery n eat an d u n iq u e s et o f p hy s ical as tr o n o m ical alig n m en ts  here in Gw en t bu t o n ce

m o re w e do hav e to s tray a little fro m T w m barlw m to rev eal the relatio n s hip s that

em erg e.

H ere w e in c lu de a citatio n fro m a clas s ical au tho r an d s ho rtly afterw ards a

fu rther citatio n fro m the B ible… all is as s o ciated w ith the lay o u t o f S o u th Gw en t w ith

its relatio n s hip to T w m barlw m .
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Firs tly H es io d, a Greek farm er tu rn ed p o et w ho liv ed aro u n d 700B C rep o rted

in his W o r k s  a n d D a y s that:

‘ W h e n th e P le ia d e s , d a u g h te r s  o f Atla s , a r e r is in g b e g in y o u r  h a r v e s t, a n d y o u r

p lo u g h in g w h e n th e y a r e g o in g to s e t. F o r ty n ig h ts  a n d d a y s  th e y a r e h id d e n a n d

a p p e a r  a g a in a s  th e y e a r  m o v e s  r o u n d , w h e n fir s t y o u s h a r p e n y o u r  s ic k le .’

[Ev ely n -W hite H . G. (tran s .) 1914 H es io d:W o r k s  An d D a y s . S acred T ex ts  CD .]

T he fo rty day s an d n ig hts  is a little c o n fu s in g as it ap p lies to the 2 0 day s o f

s p rin g an d au tu m n w hen in fact they are n o t hidden bu t the chan g eo v er o f v is io n

fro m ris e to s et o r v ice v ersa is tak in g p lace du rin g the 2 0 day s im m ediately p rio r to

each eq u in o x , s p rin g o r v ern al an d that o f the au tu m n . H o w ev er, n o te that H es io d

do es n o t m en tio n the eq u in o x . In fact the sam e c riterio n ap p lies o v er an ex ten ded

p erio d, the differen ce bein g that the Pleiades em erg e aw ay fro m the s u n ris e at eq u in o x

in s tead o f w ith it as hap p en s 20 day s befo re at 2 5 00 B C.

W hile in 2 500 B C the Pleiades ro s e v irtu ally abo v e the s u n , s een in In dia as

bein g the s ev en s teeds that hau led the chario t o f the s u n abo v e the ho riz o n . B y the

tim e o f the R o m an era in Gw en t the Pleiades had s hifted 2 5 deg rees alo n g the ho riz o n

hen ce w hile the tim e o f Pleiades ris e an d s u n ris e at the eq u in o x w as s im ilar, thes e tw o

en tities w ere n o w w ell s ep arated. Giv en this s p eedy m o v e alo n g the ho riz o n the

Pleiades alig n m en ts can be q u ite acc u rately dated.

It ap p ears that lo cally in S o u th Gw en t w e hav e an ex c lu s iv e eq u in o x

as s o ciatio n w ith the Pleiades, w ell n o t q u ite ex c lu s iv e becau s e the B ible als o tells  o f

40 day s an d n ig hts  o f rain an d its  tim in g fro m the s tart o f the y ear m ean s it is direc tly

as s o ciated w ith the eq u in o x at the tim e o f the flo o d. T his rain elem en t o f that s to ry is

n o thin g bu t m etap ho r fo r the sam e Pleiades s cen ario an d g iv es a date to the day . In

reality , as rev ealed by an in dep th s tu dy o f this m y th, the B iblical flo o d is m erely

w hen there is n o p o le s tar as is m ade q u ite c lear in In dian tex ts  that p redate the B ible

in their c o m p o s itio n by m illen n ia. Ev en Plato , a m as ter o f alleg o ry , u s ed the p o le s tar

c y c le fo r his A tlan tis tale w hich ex p lain s w hy the lo catio n w ill n ev er be fo u n d o n

Earth… it is a p lace in the heav en s! A s is s een in Gen es is 1: 6,7 an d 8 there in deed

w as believ ed to be a celes tial s ea… it is this that the Eg y p tian s u n g o d R a sailed his

bo at u p o n … as in deed did the In dian eq u iv alen t, V aru n a. T his w as a fres hw ater s ea

ho w ev er; it w as tho u g ht to be fro m w here rain falls .

T he 40 day s an d n ig hts o f rain in the B iblical tale are a referen ce to the y ear

2 300B C s o m e 200 y ears later than the s cen e des c ribed here in S o u th Gw en t. In tho s e

far o ff day s m an y c u ltu res, in c lu din g tho s e that rec o rded the flo o d tale an d alm o s t

certain ly the res iden ts  o f B ritain as is in dicated by the s to n es o f S to n ehen g e,

em p lo y ed a lu n ar calen dar an d the y ear c o m m en ced w ith the firs t n ew m o o n after the

w in ter s o ls tice. T his n ew y ear c o m m en cem en t w as therefo re q u ite v ariable… an d y et,

ev en g iv en the v ariability , the B iblical 40 day s o f rain c o m m en cem en t date c o m p lies

to th e d a y w ith the 2 0 day p re s p rin g eq u in o x date… o n 2 300B C w hich is c o rrec t fo r

the p o le s tar s eq u en ce.

Gen es is 7:11 I n th e s ix h u n d r e d th y e a r  o f N o a h 's  life , in th e s e c o n d m o n th , th e

s e v e n te e n th d a y o f th e m o n th , th e s a m e d a y w e r e a ll th e fo u n ta in s  o f th e g r e a t d e e p

b r o k e n u p , a n d th e w in d o w s  o f h e a v e n w e r e o p e n e d .

T his is the c o m m en cem en t o f the 40 day s an d n ig hts  o f rain in the B iblical

flo o d tale.
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W in ter s o ls tice [in o u r calen dar] 7/8 Jan u ary 2 300B C

N ew m o o n an d beg in n in g o f y ear Jan 31
s t
2 300B C

B eg in n in g o f sec o n d m o n th [n ew m o o n ] March 2
 n d
 2 300B C

Plu s 17 day s = March 19
th
 2 300B C

V ern al eq u in o x = A p ril 8
 th
 = 20 day s after March 19 th

[S ee D e lu g e : F r o m G e n e s is  to A tla n tis by the c u rren t au tho r w ith S tev e

R edm an fo r fu rther in fo o n the B iblical tale an d A tlan tis an d their factu al ev alu atio n ]

N o t o n ly H es io d an d the B iblical au tho rs  hav e rec o rded thes e ev en ts  ho w ev er,

the B aby lo n ian M u l.A p in tex ts  relate the sam e in fo rm atio n an d here M u l eq u ates w ith

Pleiades . A rab fo lk lo re als o has the Pleiades disap p earin g  fo r 40 day s du rin g  the

c o u rs e o f the y ear. S o effectiv ely this w as a w ides p read as tro n o m ical traditio n , as

v alid as the eq u in o x es an d s o ls tices . T he au to m o bile m an u factu rer S u baru tak es its

n am e fro m the Pleiades as this is the his to rical n am e fo r the as teris m in Jap an .

Leg en ds attached to the Pleiades ap p aren tly cam e to Jap an fro m Chin a [altho u g h it is

hig hly p ro bable that in dig en o u s s to ries w ere in ex is ten ce]. T he m ean in g o f the w o rd is

c o m m o n ly tho u g ht to be ‘u n ited’ w hile the Chin es e character u s ed fo r the Pleiades,

[K an ji] has a co rrec t as s o ciatio n w ith ‘brig ht’. Pu ttin g thes e n am es an d m ean in g s

to g ether w e s ee brig ht deriv ed fro m u n ificatio n o r bein g c lo s e to g ether, an ap t

des c rip tio n o f a sm all g ro u p o f n o t s o [in div idu ally ] brig ht s tars, a co llec tio n o f bo dies

k n o w n in as tr o n o m y as an as teris m .

T he s k y w as o f in tern atio n al im p o rtan ce.

S o hav in g s een that as tr o n o m y p lay s a m u ch larg er p art than has p rev io u s ly

been s u s p ec ted, let u s m o v e o n to the as s o ciatio n o f day s in S o u th Gw en t befo re

retu rn in g to the Gray H ill / T w m barlw m as s o ciatio n .

5 .T h e c o u n t o f d a y s

A t Llan g fihan g el R o g iet w e hav e a s tan din g s to n e that is o n e o f the flat ty p e

an d is o rien tated to m ids u m m er s u n s et. T his alig n m en t tak es o n e to the s ite o f a

N o rm an m o tte an d bailey at Caer Ly cin after trav ers in g the to p o f H ig h Gro v e H ill.

A lm o s t certain ly , therefo re, there w as s o m ethin g at Caer Ly cin to m ark the lo catio n

befo re the N o rm an s g raced thes e lan ds .

T he s u n s et at 2 0 day s befo re the au tu m n eq u in o x o r 2 0 day s after the v ern al

eq u in o x w as direc tly o v er T w m barlw m w hen v iew ed fro m Llan g fihan g el R o g iet

S tan din g S to n e. T his s till ap p lies to day , albeit in n o t q u ite the sam e p o s itio n as it did

4500 y ears ag o . H o w ev er, the s u n s et o v er T w m barlw m can n o t be s een to day fro m

Llan g fihan g el R o g iet S tan din g S to n e du e to chan g es in to p o g rap hy cau s ed by ho u s e

bu ildin g an d m o to rw ay em ban k m en ts .

T o the s o u th an d the 20 day s p rio r to the s p rin g eq u in o x s u n s et p o s itio n

an o ther s to n e w as erec ted at the lo catio n to day k n o w n as D ru ids to n e H o u s e. H o w this

w as s o acc u rately p laced can n o t be s tated, to be blu n t, the au tho r has n o idea ho w it

w as achiev ed, alig n m en t to the s u n is relativ ely eas y bu t here w e hav e additio n al

alig n m en t to the to p o f T w m barlw m w hich can n o t be s een fro m the p o s itio n fro m

D ru ids to n e. H o w ev er, the fact that the s to n e is in its  c o rrec t lo catio n is p ro o f o f the

p lacem en t. It ex actly m irro rs the an g le fro m the Llan gfihan g el R o g iet s to n e to

T w m barlw m n o rth o f the eq u in o x lin e an d w hat is m o re, is ex actly du e s o u th o f the
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cen tre o f the to p o f T w m barlw m … w ell actu ally s o u th o f a lo catio n circa 130 feet eas t

o f the trian g u latio n p illar o n the hillto p .

Fig . 7. Pho to : H arry S iv erts en :-Llan fihan g el R o g iet S tan din g S to n e late 2 0
th
 cen tu ry .

[OS ref 3445 18, 187760]. [S T 445 18,87760]

L la n fih a n g e l R o g ie t S ta n d in g S to n e, k n o w n lo cally as the ‘D ev il’s Qu o it’ m ay

hav e, acc o rdin g to Children an d N ash in P r e h is to r ic S ite s  o f M o n m o u th s h ir e , been

v is u ally alig n ed w ith s ettlem en ts  that ex is ted to the s o u th o f Mag o r Pill. Fu rther to

this there is a firm s tatem en t that this s to n e w o u ld hav e fo rm ed a dem arcatio n lin e

betw een the do m es tic reg io n s to the s o u th an d the ritu alis tic to the n o rth. N o c o m m en t

is here m ade u p o n thes e u n fo u n ded as s u m p tio n s .
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Fig . 8. Llan gfihan g el R o g iet S tan din g  S to n e circa 1890… n o m o to rw ay em ban k m en ts

Fig .9. Llan g fihan g el R o g iet S tan din g S to n e late 20th cen tu ry m ap .
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Fig .10. Pho to : H arry S iv erts en :- Llan g fihan g el R o g iet S tan din g S to n e o n a haz y day .

T he in c lin atio n s een here in dicates an an g le ap p ro x im atin g m ids u m m er s u n set,

m idw in ter s u n ris e.

Fig .11. Pho to : H arry S iv erts en :- T he s u n an g le o f Llan fihan g el R o g iet S tan din g

S to n e s een o n the c o m p as s
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Fig .12 . Pho to : H arry S iv erts en :- S u n s et o v er T w m barlw m

Fig . 13. Pho to : H arry S iv erts en :- [D ru ids to n e H o u s e] S tan din g S to n e [OS ref 342 111,

183493]. [S T 42 111,83493] T his bo u lder do es n o t hav e an y direc tio n al im p licatio n s .

B u t w hat abo u t the eq u in o x lin e? In fact this is fro m the Llan gfihan g el R o g iet

s to n e, o v er the to p o f W ilc ric k H ill to the to p o f M y n y dd Meio at the w es t o f

Caerp hilly o v erlo o k in g H en dreden n y . In fact m u ch later tw o chu rches w ere als o

lo cated o n this p recis e lin e, Llan w ern an d Lo w er Machen .
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Fig . 14. T he s to n e an d day c o u n t arran g em en ts  in S o u th Gw en t. OS Grid v alu es to

o n e m etre.

It is ap p aren t that here w e hav e the tw o c o u n ts  o f day s, 2 0 day s befo re the s p rin g

eq u in o x an d 2 0 day s befo re the au tu m n eq u in o x s et o u t o n the g ro u n d here in S o u th

Gw en t. T his c o m p lies p recis ely to the 2 500 B C datin g fo r the Pleiades s een earlier.

In teres tin g ly the c o u n t o f 30 day s ap p lies to T w m barlw m an d D ru ids to n e fo r s u n ris e

as v iew ed fro m M y n y dd Meio . T his is u n lik ely to hav e been u s ed altho u g h w e hav e

n o ev iden ce fo r o r ag ain s t the c o n cep t.
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T o p s to n e o f s o lar alig n m en t

Gray H ill Cairn 343387, 1935 5 1

Lin e o f Pleiades ris in g o v er Gray H ill s een fro m T w m barlw m

T w m barlw m

T u m u lu s at B en tley Green
3495 49,1905 02

Lin e o f Pleiades s ettin g o v er T w m barlw m as s een fro m B en tley Green

Fig . 15 .T he T w m barlw m /Gray H ill arran g em en ts

T he diag ram here s ho w s the relatio n s hip betw een T w m barlw m , Gray H ill an d

B en tley Green ju s t to the eas t o f Caerw en t. W hat this do es n o t in dicate is the tim e

facto r in v o lv ed. T he Pleiades m o v es w ith p reces s io n at a s p eedy rate acro s s  the

ho riz o n an d Gray H ill v iew ed fro m T w m barlw m is rather s m all… it is an en d v iew .

T his bein g the case the tim e tak en fo r the ris e p o s itio n o f the Pleiades to trav ers e the

en d o f Gray H ill w as calc u lated v ia the as tro n o m y c o m p u ter p ro g ram in u s e… a

m ax im u m o f 2 8 y ears . H en ce w e can date this s et u p to w ithin les s  than three decades

to w ithin 14 y ears either s ide o f 2 500B C… better than carbo n datin g ! Effectiv ely w e

can s tate that at 2 500 B C the alig n m en t, acro s s  fix ed lo catio n s, w as at its  m o s t

acc u rate. T he Pleiades are q u ite larg e, n o t as in div idu al s tars bu t as a g ro u p an d c o v er

a s im ilar w idth as do es the s u n o r m o o n hen ce here w e are n o t c o n cern ed abo u t

refractio n cau s in g erro rs  o f ju dg em en t as p o s s ibly w o u ld be the case if sin g u lar s tars

w ere the s ig htin g o bjec ts .

A n u m ber o f as tro n o m ers  hav e claim ed that lig ht refractio n w ill g iv e a fals e

im p res s io n o f a s tars p o s itio n w hen o bs erv ed at the ho riz o n . S eem in g ly w hile a

co m p u ter p ro g ram m ay in dicate a s tars real p o s itio n , v is u al chec k in g w ill n o t

n eces sarily ag ree du e to refractio n cau s ed by m o is tu re in the atm o s p here, s p ecifically

w hen o bs erv in g n ear o r at the ho riz o n . H en ce alig n m en ts  o f s to n es to s tars m ay be

s een as in c o n c lu s iv e. H o w ev er, there is n o p ro blem o f that n atu re here as m o dern

v iew s o f the relev an t bo dies, s u n an d Pleiades ag ree w ith the c o m p u ter dis p lay s an d in

an y case, the s u n , m o o n an d Pleiades are all ap p ro x im ately half a deg ree in v is u al

diam eter w hich is g reater than the s u p p o s ed p o s s ible erro r. H en ce there is n o p ro blem

o f that n atu re in this c o m m en tary . Co m p u ter readin g s hav e been tak en o n A lc y o n e

w hich is ap p ro x im ately the v is u al cen tre o f the Pleiades .

W hat w e hav e des c ribed is w hat w as o bs erv ed lo cally o v er 45 00 y ears ag o .

W e hav e o bs erv ed Pleiades ris in g abo v e Gray H ill fro m the p eak o f T w m barlw m an d

w e hav e als o s een Pleiades s ettin g in to the to p o f T w m barlw m fro m B en tley Green .

In fact this alig n m en t an g le w as alm o s t certain ly rep licated an d o ther s to n es o r

m o u n ds s et u p becau s e a n u m ber o f chu rches an d s o m e o ther s to n es n o lo n g er ex tan t

rep licate bo th the lin e o f ris e an d s et o f Pleiades at 2 500 B C. Man y chu rches w ere

bu ilt o n an cien t s ites … as in s tr u c ted by Pap al B u ll fro m R o m e… s o here is a v ery

s tr o n g p o s s ibility that can n o t be dis c o u n ted ev en tho u g h m o s t as s o ciated chu rches are

in fact N o rm an an d n o t early W els h.

T here is m o re to this ho w ev er an d that in v o lv es fu rther o bs erv atio n s at Gray

H ill, w hich its elf leads to T rellech v ia m etho do lo g y n o t c o m m o n ly u tilis ed in the

an cien t w o rld. W e als o n eed to tak e fu rther lo o k at Caerw en t an d its  s ettin g o u t by the

R o m an s . T he fo llo w in g artic le w ill rev eal w hat has been dis c o v ered at thes e lo catio n s

an d the relatio n s hip s to w hat is s een here.
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